
Installing the 94-97 interior into a 89-93 MN12 is quite a chore, but is possible.  This 
writeup will explain how to install the interior, but will not cover the wiring aspect of it, 
as each swap is different.   
 
First of all, after removing the original 89-93 dash, you will notice that the dash mounts 
on the firewall and transmission tunnel changed in 94.  Here is a picture of the 89-93 
interior, with the firewall and transmission tunnel mounts circled in yellow. 
 

 
 
Here is a picture of the 94-97 interior with the dash mounts circled in yellow: 
 



 
 
The first step in remedying this situation is to remove the original dash mounts from the 
89-93 firewall.  I recommend using a spotweld cutter drill bit to cut around the spotwelds 
that attach the mounts to the firewall.  Once the mounts are removed, use a small dremel 
with a grinding stone to grind the spotwelds flat. 
 
Next, you will need to remove the top section of the interior firewall from your 94-97 
donor car.  I used a sawzall and a cutoff wheel to remove this piece.  The piece that you 
are after is the red piece in this picture:  



  

 
 
After removing this piece from the 94-97 car, you will need to fit it to the 89-93 firewall, 
as shown in the picture above.  You may have to perform some trimming and grinding to 
get it to sit correctly over the 89-93’s firewall. 
 
Once you are happy with the fit of the 94-97 piece, it is time to attach it to the 89-93 
firewall.  I recommend using both an automotive metal adhesive and quite a few short 
sheetmetal screws.  You do not want this piece to rattle, squeak, or come loose in 
anyway. 
 
Now it is time to replace the dash mount located on the transmission tunnel.  Having the 
transmission out of the car makes this job much easier, but it is still possible to do 
without removing the transmission.  I recommend removing the 89-93 mount using a 
spotweld cutter drill bit, then grinding the spotwelds flat with a dremel and grinding 
stone.  Before you remove the mount from the 94-97 donor car, take accurate 
measurements to locate the mount in the 89-93 car.  I used the corners of the shifter 
housing as reference points.  Next, remove the mount from the 94-97 donor car using the 
spotweld cutter drill bit.  The new mount will require some minor reshaping to fit the 89-
93 transmission tunnel correctly.  A workbench vise is helpful here, but not completely 
necessary.  Once you have the mount fitted to the transmission tunnel, it is time to attach 
it to the tunnel.  I used 6-8 small stainless steel bolts with locknuts to attach the mount to 
the tunnel.  If your transmission is still in the car, you may want to use short sheetmetal 



screws to attach the mount to the tunnel, since it would be difficult to get a wrench or 
ratchet above the transmission to tighten bolts.  Your interior should now look similar to 
this:



 



Now it is time to start figuring out your wiring issues and reinstall anything you removed 
earlier (HVAC box, EEC, etc).   
 
If you are rewiring the body of the car as a 94-97 MN12, using a 94-97 body harness, you 
will find that the holes where the door harnesses go through the body of the car are too 
small for the 94-97 wiring grommets.  I would recommend resizing these holes now 
before you install the dash.  I used a right angle drill with a holesaw drill bit to enlarge 
the holes.   
 
Now you can install the dashboard just as you normally would.   
 

 
 
You will find that two bolts do not line up correctly on the driver side: 
 



 
 
The top one can be remedied by placing a large thick washer over the stud before 
installing the nut.  The lower one will require you to drill a hole and install a self tapping 
bolt. 
 
Finally, you can reassemble the dash, install the door panels, and install the center 
console.  The 94-97 door panels fit the 89-93 doors without any trouble.  The 94-97 
console also fits the 89-93 body perfectly. 
 
Now it is time to enjoy your new interior: 
 



 
 
-Rod “racecougar” 


