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Super Coupe Club 
of America 

 
Bill Evanoff – Club Coordinator / CT Editor 
Ron DiPaola – SCCoA Webmaster 

 
Club Address: 
6239 Fay Court, Loveland, OH 45140 
Phone:  513-697-6501 
Fax:  513-697-0580 
Email:  sccoa@usa.net 
 
Changes of Address 
Address changes MUST be submitted in writing 
by the 25th of the month prior to a Chargin’ 
Thunder (CT) printing.  The CT is mailed each 
March, June, September, and December.  This 
will give us time to change it in the computer 
prior to the next mailing.  Address changes are 
not taken over the phone.  They must be in 
writing via letter, or email (sccoa@usa.net) 
stating old address and new address.  We 
cannot be responsible for “lost” issues due to 
late notice of address change. Replacement 
cost of any lost issue is $5.00. 
 
Mailing of Newsletters 
The CT newsletter is mailed out quarterly in 
the third, sixth, ninth, and twelfth month of 
the year.  All issues are mailed at the same 
time via Bulk Mail Postage, which the US Post 
Office DOES NOT forward to a member’s new 
address.  Because of this fact it is vitally 
important for all members to keep the club 
updated regarding address changes. 
 
Problems & Complaints 
Our highest priority is getting the CT 
newsletter mailed to you on a timely basis.  
Please let us know if you have ANY problem at 
all.  Call or email us with your questions or 
concerns. 
 
New Membership & Renewal 
Membership and subscription to the CT 
newsletter is $40 US per year.  Dues for those 
outside the USA and Canada are $50 per year.  
Each club year begins with the March issue 
and concludes with the December issue.  
Renewal slips are placed in each December 
issue for the upcoming club year.  Each 
January brings a new club year.  New 
members and late renewals receive issues of 
the CT back to the previous March (which is 
the month the first CT of the year is mailed) to 
keep them totally up to date and keep their 
yearly volume of issues complete. 
 
Classifieds 
Any member may place “car” or “used parts” 
ads for free in the CT.  Send your ad to us via 
email or post card/letter and it will appear in 
the next issue.  Include your member number 
with your request.  Ads must be typed or 
printed legibly, please. 
 

Businesses wishing to place an advertisement 
in a CT newsletter should contact the club at 
513-697-6501 
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original equipment replacement parts at 
“wholesale” pricing (+ shipping).  Contact Parts 
Manager Ron or Bob at 1-800-837-8114 and 
simply tell him you are a Super Coupe Club of 
America member. 
 

John Nolan Ford, Inc. 
3250 Highland Ave. at Ridge Road 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45213 
Local # 513-631-6965 
Fax # 513-631-5344 

Toll Free # 1-800-837-8114
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From The Bird’s Nest 
By Bill Evanoff 

 
As the spring show and racing season 
approaches, I am continually amazed at 
the growth in enthusiasm the Thunderbird 
SC and the supercharged Cougar XR7 
continue to generate.  I often hear from 
new owners who simply cannot stop 
talking about how much they love their 
cars.  Back when these cars were first 
available, many admirers could not 
purchase one because of the expense.  But 
now they can own their dream car because 
they are becoming affordable to nearly 
everyone. 
 
Car show attendance will likely reach a 
new peak this year as more new and 
veteran SC/XR7 owners discuss their 
summer vacation schedules.  When I am 
with a group of SC owners the hot topics 
are always when the next track day will be 
or who is planning on attending the 
upcoming car shows.  For those of you 
who have been in the club for any length 
of time but have yet to make your first 
event, I can’t encourage you enough to 
come out and enjoy the festivities.  I 
guarantee you will have a great time.   
 
The camaraderie among SC/XR7 owners is 
amazing and people are always willing to 
help others or give advice on what may be 
keeping your car from running its best.  I 
have heard repeatedly from prior Mustang 
owners that their group tends to be 
extremely competitive internally and will 
rarely go out of their way to lend a hand.  
I cannot speak to this phenomenon 
personally because I’ve never owned a 
Mustang but I have heard similar 
comments for many years now.  We should 
all be proud to be perceived in a positive 

manner and let us all continue to strive for 
even greater unity. 
 
35th Anniversary Registry 
Lance Morgan of Edmond, OK, has 
resurrected the 35th Anniversary Registry.  
The registry was begun by Charles Coryell 
years ago but Charles has been busy 
serving our country in the Navy and has 
not kept the Registry active.  Lance 
thankfully has picked up the ball and is 
running with it.   
 
If you would like to join the 35th 
Anniversary Registry please contact Lance 
via email at “tbirdsc35th@hotmail.com”.   
 
SCCoNW 
Brad Fedoruk from the Super Coupe Club 
of the Northwest has been a terrific 
chapter coordinator over the past six 
months.  He has begun an informative 
monthly newsletter to keep chapter 
members abreast of the latest calendar of 
events.  I recommend anyone in the 
Northwest who may not be a current 
member of this active chapter contact Brad 
at 604-908-9627 or “scconwinfo@yahoo.ca 
 
Carlisle All Ford Nationals 
The Carlisle All Ford show is looking to be 
THE show again this year.  I’m estimating 
over 100 SCs in attendance!  The club has 
booked rooms at both the Super 8 and the 
Days Inn in Carlisle.  Please note that both 
places are now sold out as club members 
called immediately when the club 
announced their availability on the SCCoA 
web site in February. 
 
The good news is that there are still rooms 
available around Carlisle.  Don’t let the fact 
that you may be a few miles away from 
the main group at night discourage anyone 
from coming to this event.  Get on the 
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Internet to find available rooms and we’ll 
see you there on May 31st and June 1st 
and 2nd. 
 
Mobil 1 Ford Challenge 
This event continues to be popular for 
those in the central US.  The show is back 
again at the St. Louis Gateway 
International Raceway over May 16 - 19.  
The club has not booked a group of rooms 
but individual rooms are still available at 
many area hotels.  Most major Ford 
magazines have a list of hotels as well as a 
complete listing of the racing schedule and 
all the car show classifications.  Check out 
www.worldfordchallenge.com or call 305-
436-0996 for more information. 
 
MN12 Nationals 
The second annual MN12 Nationals appear 
to be well planned and will likely be bigger 
and better.  This year’s outing will be held 
in Elkhart, Indiana.  The dates are August 
30th through September 2nd. 
 
To view a complete list of activities check 
out the event web site at 
“www.mn12nationals.com”.  I recommend 
everyone move quickly to make his or her 
hotel reservations by calling the Ramada 
Inn in Elkhart at 219-262-1581.  The 
rooms are a very affordable $55 per night. 
 
Member Suggestions 
At the end of each year the club sends out 
a renew form to make it easy on everyone 
who wishes to rejoin for the coming year.  
These forms have historically asked 
members for ideas and suggestions on 
what they would like to see improved and 
what type of articles they may want to see 
over the next year.  Thankfully, many of 
you took the time to give your comments 
and I’d like to share some of them with 
you briefly. 
 

Many people specifically asked for more 
technical articles.  They ranged from 
requesting more reports on new 
performance products to “how-to” reports 
on many subjects.  A few of the highly 
requested “how-to” suggestions were: 
- Changing the ’89/90 style push button 

AC/Heater controls to the newer 
electronic controller. 

- Exhaust system comparisons. 
- Common maintenance repairs, such as 

the cam and crank sensors. 
- Installing a different supercharger, 

examining the many options. 
- Replacing worn suspension bushings 

and possible upgrades. 
- Installing a variety common 

aftermarket products 
- Head gasket replacement. 
- Automatic transmission upgrades. 
- Power steering pump replacement. 
 
I encourage anyone who may have 
experience with these issues, or any 
others, to contact me if you have an 
interest in writing an article to share with 
the club.  I cannot possibly write all these 
articles myself and ask for your support to 
keep the CT information fresh and current. 
 
In the “Comments or Concerns” section of 
the Renew form I received many positive 
comments about the previous issues and I 
appreciate your accolades.  I did receive 
one amusing concern that I would like to 
share.  A member stated that he would like 
to see more content and less quotes from 
dead guys.  To honor this request, this 
issue is dead guy quotation free! 
 
Free Membership 
Congratulations to Scott Nelson of 
Bolingbrook, IL.  He was the winner the 
clubs early membership renewal drawing.  
Scott will receive his SCCoA membership 
for free this year. 
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SCCoA  T-shirts 
 

 
The back of the shirt is shown.  The front has a small chest print  

and the sleeve has the “Got Boost” logo. 
 

The SCCoA shirts are available in a light gray color.  Pricing is $15 for Large and 
XL.  $18 for XXL.  Shipping on one shirt is $4.  Shipping for two or more shirts 
cost $5 shipping.  Show your pride in your club, your love for these cars, and 
the fact that you’ve “GOT BOOST” under your hood! 
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One Thing Leads To Another 
By Rick Zilonka,   SCCoA Member#1656 

e-mail:  zdance1@hotmail.com 
 

I
In June of 1997 I bought my ‘90 S/C.  
Little did I know about these great cars!!!  
It was my neighbor’s fault.  He had bought 
a beautiful black ‘97 LX and I had to have 
a T-Bird too.  I had just sold my turbo-
charged ‘80 Indy Pace Car Trans-Am, so I 
was ready for another "fun" car. 
 
I remembered sitting in a friend’s ‘89 SC 
many years ago and thinking how nice a 
car it was so I started looking for a Super 
Coupe.  A local man owned 3 SC's; two 5 
speeds and an automatic.  He wanted to 
sell the automatic so I bought it.  It was 
bright red, black velour…fully loaded!  I 
had a GREAT CAR but one that no one 
knew how to work on, especially me.  I 
tried mechanic after mechanic, even the 
Ford dealer.  Then I discovered the SCCoA.  
What a great group of people!  The club 

members are always willing to share their 
knowledge and expertise and I thank you 
all. 
 
I began doing modifications to my car in 
2001 to help it breath better and to protect 
the head gaskets.  But, you know how 
mods go.  One thing leads to another, 
which leads to another!  First, I removed 
the air silencer, then opened the exhaust 
with hi-flow cats, a 2 1/2" - 3" – 2 1/2" 
diameter pipe back to hi-flow mufflers 
(built by local shop).  I like the "growl" the 
system has.  Next came the SCP Fresh Air 
Intake, 73mm MAFS, and 70mm throttle 
body.  I learned how to bend copper pipe 
doing this mod as early model t-bodies 
used a "coolant channel", which I had to 
bypass.   My AOD tranny broke in 
November and I had it rebuilt and added a 
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modified valve body, a Trans-Go shift kit 
and a tranny cooler. 

 
I really like the way the car "feels" now.  
Throttle response is much better.  The 
tranny not only shifts firmer now but also 

the overdrive doesn't come on so soon, 
plus the engine runs cooler.  I would 
recommend these basic modifications to 
anyone who wants to upgrade the 
performance of their Super Coupe without 
going "all out" into the engine.  With the 
exception of the rebuild of the tranny, 
these changes are not that expensive.  The 
future holds a 10% pulley and a raised 
top.  Like I said, one thing leads to 
another. 
 
Happy SC'n 

 
 

 

Hot Philly SC 
By Bill Hastings 

 
My love of cars goes back to my teenage 
years.  My first car was a Mustang Mach 1 
with a 351 Cleveland.  But, who cares 
about Mustangs.  That’s why we own 
Super Coupes! 
 
Interest in these awesome cars started 5 
years ago.  I was a delivery driver who had 
a route up in North New Jersey where I 
spotted a ’91 SC parked behind one of my 

customer’s shop.  The car had always 
appealed to me but I never knew anything 
about them.  The owner told me that it 
had been impounded for a long time and 
he had cut a deal with its owner.  He did 
not want to sell but after three months of 
me bugging him, he finally gave in and 
sold it to me for $3000.00.  This was 
during the summer of 1997 and 
unfortunately the joy of ownership only 
lasted a few months.  A -- D I V O R C E – 
forced me to sell the car.  Take note 
guys…Have your SC’s in your name! 
 

 
Bill Hastings (R) along side Bill Evanoff at the Tri-State Mustang Show in Cinci. 
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By January of 2001 I was still craving a 
nice car and the wonders of the World 
Wide Web led me to a Titanium Silver ’92 
SC with a 5-speed and maroon leather 
interior.  It was a second owner ride with 
all documents and a ton of new work 
performed on it.  It’s been SC Fever ever 
since that day!  The seller told me to try 
SCCOA.COM and this is now my second 
year of membership. 
 
This past July I traveled 600 miles from 
suburban Philadelphia to Bill E’s to attend 
the SCP open house and the Tri State 
Mustang-Ford show and had a terrific time.  
This car club with the CT newsletter and 
web site has a wealth of knowledge and 
I’ve never met a more committed group of 
enthusiasts.  Thanks, again, to the guy I 
met at the show from Indiana who literally 
ran after me as we were leaving the show 
field, to tell me that I had won a prize for 
the longest distance traveled.  I was happy 
to delay my trip home to pick up some free 
stuff! 
 
Best ¼ mile times so far have been at Atco 
Raceway.  I ran a 15.014 @ 92.39 mph, 
.724 reaction time and 90 degree air. 
Current mods are: 
SCP Fresh Air System 
5% over 
Polyurethane differential bushings 
BBK fuel pump 
3.27:1 Ring and Pinion 
Air bags for rear coils.  I highly recommend 
these as there is no more nasty wheel hop 
when you dump the clutch. 
Sony X-plod , all remote CD player. 
J & L 8” Sub box. 
PIAA hyper white headlights 
Eclipse 90 watt amp 
50 white reverse lights. 
Four new Yokahomas. 
BBK 70 mm throttle body 

All red interior lights, Red lights in license 
plate, red fog lights.  
Mobil 1 in engine and gear box and rear 
Red line water wetter (also recommend) 
Awesome custom Flowmaster Exhaust by 
N.E.Exhust 
Fire extinguisher, just in case (of course it 
has to be chrome) 

 
Future plans include wild custom paint, 
custom two-tone leather interior, and 
window tint. 
 
Just recently I got together with my pal, 
Chris Lazzo, of Dayton, OH (see Dec. ’01 
CT) to tackle more mods on the SC.  
Another 600 mile trip to Ohio was well 
worth it as we ported the supercharger 
inlet plenum, added a raised SC top, a dual 
intercooler, a 70mm throttle body and a 
73mm MAF.  We also added a ported 
blower for some major HP gains!  I can’t 
thank Chris enough for his time and 
expertise!!!  No, I’m not loaded with 
money; I’m just addicted to these cars.  
My charge card is ready for a nuclear 
meltdown with my current pace. 
 
We all know a pepped ‘Stang will usually 
smoke our SC’s, but it’s fun to surprise 
them every now and then. 
See you around Philly. 
When does the track open? 
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Wounded Bird 
By Mike Duralia 

 
It is every SC owner’s worst nightmare; 
having your Bird damaged in a wreck.  
Well, that’s exactly what happened to me 
last year at Thanksgiving.  What made it 
worse was that it wasn’t the result of an 
honest accident.  A drunk driver smashed 
my car.  Here is what happened. 
 
I had driven my ‘94 SC from Virginia down 
to South Carolina to spend Thanksgiving 
with my parents.  I usually park my car in 
their driveway. However, my parents had a 
bunch of stuff in their garage and their 
cars were in the driveway.  So I parked my 
Bird in front of their house next to their 
truck.  Many times in the past, I had used 
my neighbor’s driveway and I don’t know 
why I didn’t this time.  It turned out to be 
a big mistake. 
 
About 7am Sunday morning I was 
awakened by a loud noise. We had two 
cats and two dogs in the house and I 
thought they had knocked over some 
things in the basement.  Before I could get 
up, my brother came running down the 
stairs shouting for me to follow him 
outside.  I grabbed some clothes and ran 
after him.  At first, I didn’t see anything 
wrong.  Then I noticed my car up on the 
curb and down the street there was a 
Mustang on its roof!  I yelled at my mom 
to call 911 and ran to the street. 
 
When I got to the street I almost passed 
out.  I saw my Bird was smashed (see 
Photo 1).  My shock quickly turned to 
concern for the folks in the Mustang 
hoping no one had been injured.  My 
brother was helping the driver out of the 
car as I ran toward the Mustang.  I 
immediately noticed the guy was drunk.  
Fortunately, no one else was in the car.  I 

decided to get away from this guy before 
my anger took over. 
 

 
Photo 1 – After the accident with the 
flipped Mustang just down the road. 

 
The guy tried to leave the scene and 
claimed someone else had been driving.  
My brother kept him at the scene until the 
police arrived.  The police administered a 
field sobriety test and arrested the guy for 
DUI.  We watched as they righted the 
Mustang and towed it away.  Now it was 
time to call my insurance company. 
 
I needed a rental car to get back to VA.  
The only rental car place open on Sunday 
was at the airport so we had to drive 40 
miles to pick up the car.  I got back to VA 
and had to swap out the car for another 
one at Enterprise since my insurance 
company uses them as their preferred 
provider.  However, my insurance company 
only allows $600 for a rental car and I had 
already used $200 to get back to VA.  So, I 
picked a Ford Escort to get the most for 
the money.  It was quite a step down from 
my Bird. 
 
It took the adjuster a week to look at my 
car and he decided to total it!  
Unbelievable! He valued my car at $7,495 
and the repairs at $6,629. I had my dad 
call his body shop guy and he gave me an 
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estimate of $3,000 so I bought the car 
from the insurance company for the 
salvage value ($1,875) and had it repaired. 
For those of you who live in Virginia, if the 
insurance company‘s repair estimate 
divided by their estimate of the vehicles 
value is 91% or more, the car can never 
be titled in Virginia again, period.  If it’s 
between 76-90%, the vehicle is designated 
as salvage.  If it is less than 75%, it is no 
problem. 
 

 
 
Also, once your car is totaled, the 
insurance company removes collision and 
comprehensive coverage for that vehicle 
and will no longer pay for a rental car.  If 
you do rent a car, you may need to obtain 
insurance from the rental company.  
Thankfully, my parents brought me 
another vehicle to drive for 3 weeks while 
my car was being repaired.  All this hassle 
because some guy had to drink and drive! 
 
By the way, it wasn’t even his Mustang!  It 
was his cousin’s car (who he was visiting) 
and she had reported the car as stolen 
(she’s pressing charges because he did not 
have her permission to drive the car).  He 
has two warrants out for his arrest.  One 
for failure to appear at his DUI hearing and 
one for stealing the car.  
 
I wanted to share this story with you to 
pass along the insurance info and VA title  

Like new again! 
 
info.  However, more importantly, I hope 
you remember this story the next time you 
think you’re OK to drive home.  Please take 
the extra time to do whatever is necessary 
to sober up before you attempt to drive.  
The life you save may be your own. 

 
Freshened headlamp housings 

 
PS You may notice that in some of the 
"after" pictures, the headlamps look pretty 
dull (especially with the RF turn signal 
replaced).  I found some stuff at Wal-Mart 
in a yellow bottle called Scratch Out by KIT 
wax (about $2).  It’s designed to take 
scratches out of the paint finish but also in 
plastic and fiberglass.  It worked terrific!  
So try that before you spend a few 
hundred dollars on new headlamp 
assemblies. 
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Big Red ‘91 SC 
By Frank Burrell, # 1355 

Email: dirtybird91@hotmail.com  

 
I have always loved cars since my 
childhood days when "Bo and Luke Duke" 
did some amazing things along with Burt 
Reynolds in "Smokey and the Bandit". I 
must have tried the majority of those 
stunts throughout my lifetime.  I can truly 
say that I have learned some very valuable 
lessons. I likely have more speeding tickets 
than most normal Americans have teeth. 
Oh yeah! I almost forgot to mention that I 
have beaten some pretty good tickets, too! 
Life is not like the TV show "COPS"! 
Sometimes the bad guy gets away! (No 
Joke!) 
 
I was a senior in high school in 1988, but 
my twin-brother and I had our own 
apartment. We shared everything; cars, 
bills, and we even dated the same girls!  
That was the life, but when you are that 

young with a high-performance Mustang 
and no guidance, things are sure to go 
wrong sooner or later.  During a brotherly 
spat we wrapped one of our 1979 Official 
Pace Car Mustangs around a light pole in 
our apartment complex.  That was one of 
many highlights to my outlandish childhood 
days because we would fight each other or 
anyone else for some really stupid reasons.  
It was definitely time to do some major 
growing up, so in 1989 I found myself 
married with a little baby girl! 
 
My first marriage ended up a worse crash 
than the Mustang crash with my crazy twin 
brother! I really wish that I knew then 
what I know now because a woman won't 
just wreck your car, but some women can 
easily wreck your life.  It was 1992 and a 
bad year for me because I lost my wife, 
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my house, my job, and my life turned 
upside down.  For two years I walked 
around with no money and in trouble with 
the law. In 1994 my wife decided to work 
out our differences, so we packed up and 
moved to Tucson, Arizona after she 
enlisted into the U.S. Air Force. 
 

 
I found out that the desert was one 
thing.... HOT!  I had a 1982 Mustang GT 
that been through everything that my 
brother and I could throw at it, and the air-
conditioning was GONE! I could seriously 
feel my ears sizzling one day in July 
because Tucson had reached 115 degrees. 
I had to find a new car, and I did not want 
a Chevy, and I definitely didn't want a 
"Riceburner". I wanted a high-performance 
Ford!  
 
In Tucson I met the love of my life! It was 
a 1991 red Thunderbird SC! I had been out 
looking for cars one day and a big truck 
passed by carrying lots of cars, so I saw 
this T-Bird on it with 17” rims! I pointed it 
out to my wife and I remember wondering 
where the heck that truck was headed. I 
decided not to pursue the truck, but weeks 
later I found that car at Aufmuth Motors on 
22nd Street. We signed the appropriate 
paperwork, brought it home, and I did not 
sleep for two whole nights. I later bought a 
1994 convertible Mustang GT home for my 
wife to drive, so that I would not have to 
share the T-Bird.  I had heard of a Super 

Coupe before, but I soon realized that I 
was ignorant of its potential. 
 
By the end of 1997 my marriage was over 
for good for she was up to her old ways.  
Once again I lost everything but one shiny-
red Super Coupe! When I think back on 
things I realize that over the years this car 
has been far more loyal than my ex-wife 
ever was! It sort of reminds me of that 
movie "Christine"!!!  My Super Coupe has 
always been a safe-haven and a hobby for 
me to relax my mind when I thought my 
life was over. In 1998 I packed up my SC 
with all my clothes and headed back 2,200 
miles to sweet home Virginia.  I almost 
collapsed, going through the physical and 
emotional stress that a man endures 
through divorce, but my SC had other 
plans for me. 
 
I met a gorgeous woman fresh out of 
college and mine for the taking after she 
spotted me in my shiny-red SC with the 
Cervini’s Hood, along with some 17" rims.  
This might sound funny, but in Lebanon, 
Virginia we only have four sets of "red-
lights" in town, and the population is less 
than seven thousand people. My lowered 
SC was definitely out of the normal, and 
old people were looking at the car like I 
was a drug-dealer or something! 
 
My car had laid out the foundation for me 
to meet my new wife, Heather!!  Heather 
walked up to me and I thought that a 
princess was checking out my bird!  This 
sexy-lady was beautiful and my trusty SC 
had caught her attention.  I capitalized on 
this situation and Heather and I were 
married one year later.  Heather is so cool 
that she also replaced the Mustang that I 
lost in my first marriage with a new, white 
1999 Mustang GT.  I decided that I didn't 
like the automatic tranny in the '99 model 
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and she went out and bought a shiny-black 
2000 GT Mustang with a 5-speed tranny! 
I wrote a letter to the Mustangs and Fast 
Ford’s magazine called "Bird Lovers" in 
2001.  The letter was about all the Fords 
that I have owned over my life.  These 
have included two '79 Official Pace Car 
Mustangs, a '82GT Mustang, a '94 
Convertible Mustang GT, a '99 GT 
Mustang, a 2000 Mustang GT, and a very 
special '91 Thunderbird Super Coupe.  I 
think I made my point clear that although I 
like Mustangs, I “love” the Super Coupe 
and I think that it is superior.  I was 
pleasantly surprised when they published 
the letter! 

 
 
I played with Mustangs for a while, but I 
just could not shake the Super Coupe fever 
that had taken control.  Heather and I are 
expecting a child in a few months, so she 
has decided that she will no longer be 
driving our Mustang.  She’ll take over 
driving the SC because it is much more 
comfortable and better for her back 
ailments!  I have lost my bird for now, but 
I have until June 19th, then it will be baby 
time!.  OOPS! I almost forgot that the 
baby's seat would not fit in the Mustang! 
LOL!  There is no telling when I'll get that 
car back! 
 

We also bought a brand-new house a few 
months ago, and it's all because my bird 
found us a new wife!  I have much, much, 
more at this point in my life than I have 
ever had and life is pretty awesome with a 
hobby such as my '91 Thunderbird SC.   
 
Lately I was gladly taken in by Bristol 
International Raceway to take some 
photos, so I hope that you will enjoy them! 
If you look at the group photo left to right 
you will see Ben Trout: Manager of Public 
Relations at Bristol Motor Speedway and 
Dragway, Calvin Talford: my first cousin 
and owner of the Contour SVT.  Calvin is a 
Pro Basketball player in Europe and winner 
of the '1992 NCAA Dunk Contest! Me: 
Frank Burrell alias "dirtybird91", Benjamin 
Matt Musick: "photoghrapher" and a very 
good friend of mine.   
 
I want to thank Bill Evanoff for being a 
valuable ally in my quest to enjoy my 
hobby.  I’ve done business with him many 
times and I’m always impressed.  You can 
also see my car on the SCP web site as an 
example of a SC with the 17x9" chrome 
Cobra R's! 
 
Over the years I have had some crazy 
things to happen to my SC.  I have had a 
man to back into it at my job, and a stupid 
teen-aged boy to rear-end me in the 
middle of town.  I have always used these 
opportunities to modify this car in one way 
or the other.  I would fix the car with the 
insurance money, but the trick is to get the 
work done with a body-shop that will do 
the work cheaper and use the extra funds 
for other items such as Cervini's hood, a 
new set of Cobra R's, a rear wing by A&A 
Specialties (ordered in the catalogs of Pep 
Boys ), ect. You have to be smooth when 
your bank account is small as mine.
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The car was already lowered with a 
smooth set of 17" rims on it when I bought 
it.  The rims resembled those of the five-
star Saleens used on '87-'93 model 
Mustangs, so I have only added things that 
go bad or get broken by perpetrators who 
can't drive in a single file line.  This car is 
stock with the exceptions of the before 
mentioned items.  It used to have some 
3:73's in the rear, but I took them out.  In 
the engine compartment I have only added 
a 5% pulley, a battery, and some K&N air.  
My twin brother, Fred, took my 5% after 
the Super Coupe bug quickly took him.  
When I came back from my stay in 
Arizona, we had to travel to many car lots 
until we found him a '91 Super Coupe with 
a 5 speed. tranny.  He liked the car so well 

that he went out and found himself a used 
'89 for his girlfriend so that he would not 
have to share his!  Fred and I still have our 
differences every now and then, so we 
head to the track to settle them.  I 
challenged his SC on the way home from 
buying it because we wanted to see "what 
it would do!"  At the time I had a set of 
3:73 gears in my AOD and I must have 
been leading about 75 feet when all the 
sudden he came past me as if I were going 
in reverse. The "SC BUG" really has him 
now!  I had previously spanked most of 
our friends, so his head is sort of swollen 
too!  We still have our brotherly spats, but 
I seriously doubt that a Super Coupe will 
end up wrapped around a light pole like 
our expendable Mustang did!!  The 
Mustang was just a casualty of war!! 
 
My future plans include a Coy Miller stage 
II, Interior restoration, Tranny upgrade, 
Aluminum driveshaft, Aluminum rear-end 
w/gears, Serious brake upgrade, New 
paint, 18" Cobra R's, and anything else 
required for high 12's or low 13 second 
time slips!! 

 
Frank, (2nd from the right) proudly displaying his SC 
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A ’91 Super Coupe 
Like No Other 

By John Temple 
 
I purchased my Super Coupe with a plan of 
building a dual-purpose street/strip car.  I 
looked at several SC's before finding a very 
clean and original specimen with 94,000 on 
the clock and located only 20 miles from 
my house.  Before driving off, the man I 
was buying the car from asked what I was 
going to use the car for.  When I told him I 
was making a "Pro Street" car out of it he 
was almost sorry he sold it to me.  
 
I am a Quality Assurance Auditor for 
Engine Maintenance at Delta Airlines in 
Atlanta and my passion lies in drag racing. 
I have raced a variety of cars ever since I 
was old enough to drive.  My first race cars 
were a big-block Torino, and a NHRA 
Super Comp. ‘48 Fiat running in the 8's at 
over 130 mph.  I fielded this car with my 
best friend and mentor, John Fletcher.  My 
last car was the most serious and also the 
most expensive to keep running with a 
blown-alcohol Hemi and an appetite for 
consuming money!  Full-out racecars are 
great but they only serve one purpose and 
meant to be trailered to the track and not 
fully enjoyed as you can a street car.  
 
I sold the Hemi car and got into restoring 
hot rods, which included an ATI 
Procharged ‘85 Corvette, a ‘66 F100 428 
big-block pickup and the restoration of a 
‘67 Mustang with my son.  I thought I 
could stay satisfied with street cars and go 
to cruise-ins and shows, but the racing bug 
is hard to shake, and I found myself 
wanting to go racing more and more. 
 
I decided to try to combine both racing 
and cruising. The search for the perfect car 

to do this began.  My initial thought was to 
build a ‘61-63 Thunderbird, but it proved 
extremely hard to find a car in nice 
condition. The fact that it weighed 4100 
lbs. didn't help either.  A fellow SCCoA 
member, Tim Yingling, who also works at 
Delta, suggested I go for a ride in his SC.  
I was hooked from that point on and knew 
what car was to become my newest 
project. 
 

 
The 21” wide tires are hard to ignore 

 
After I bought the car, it sat for nearly six 
months until I could get it into my friend’s 
chassis shop to begin the transformation in 
what I envisioned as the perfect 
street/strip car.  The car was stripped of its 
interior and anything that could possibly 
burn, and I drove it to the chassis shop.  It 
was cut from behind the front seats all the 
way to the tail lights leaving a massive 
hole and only 1" of metal along the 
quarters and in front of the tail lights.  This 
is the intimidating part of the project, 
where you wonder if it will ever be a 
complete car again.  A 1 3/4 round tube 
frame was then constructed and run from 
the firewall all the way to the bumper 
panel.  The suspension consists of a 9" 
ford rear end with a 4-link suspension and 
urethane bushings with the factory ride 
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control shocks still fully functional.  The 
rear end was fitted with 4:11 gears and 
Wilwood Disc brakes to ensure the car can 

leave the line and still be able to stop on 
the other end. 
 

 

 
 
Once this was complete all new sheetmetal 
was constructed and installed over the new 
frame and suspension.  A 15 gal. aluminum 
fuel cell was then installed with a 500 lb/hr 
Aeromotive fuel pump to replace the weak 
factory unit and to be able to supply ample 
fuel for any modifications in the future.  
 

 
 

The last task was to install the 15x15 and 
15x3.5 Monocoque wheels with 
31x19.5x15 Mickey Thompson treaded rear 
tires that are nearly 21 inches in width.  
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This transformation took nearly six months 
and thousands of dollars to complete but it 
was finally time to see if all the work was 
worth it.  We had doubts whether the 
factory FPR could handle the new fuel 
pump and let the car still run.  The SC 
started easily and I took it for a test run 
and to my surprise it performed flawlessly 
(the joke around the shop was that this 
"Little Six" would never be able to spin that 
massive race style rear tires.  Boy were 
they surprised when I dumped the clutch 
and roasted the tires for more than a car 
length at half throttle. 
 

 
 
With the SC home, the slow task of 
rewiring and moving components to new 
areas began. Wiring was shortened and 

reworked and the new frame and 
sheetmetal were painted.  It was then time 
to go to the interior shop for new seats 
and carpet in the former back seat area 
and trunk.  I then installed an American 
Sports Car Design Cobra "R" 3" cowl hood, 
tinted the windows, and reworked the A/C 
system. 
 

 
 
Now that the major work was complete I 
contacted Super Coupe Performance for 
the engine upgrades that include the 
following modifications: 
• Kooks 1 ¾” headers with 3" collectors 

and custom 2.5 dual pipes to dual 
Flowmasters dumped in front of the 
massive rear tires. 

• Griffin aluminum radiator 
• ‘95 "S" style blower ported to match 

the Magnum Powers Intake Plenum. 
• Magnum Powers 85mm Throttle Body 

(polished) 
• Magnum Powers "Classic" supercharger 

top 
• Magnum Powers Chrome Fresh Air Inlet 

System 
• C&L 76mm MAF  
• SCP underdrive pulley set 
• 42# Injectors 
• Roller Rockers 
• Intercooler Fan 
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• Magnecor Spark Plug Wires 
• 180 degree thermostat 
 

 
 
I have not completed the work to lighten 
the car but so far it is down to 3,480 lbs. 

with all accessories still working including 
the A/C, all power accessories and even 
the sunroof.  It is truly a strange feeling to 
turn on the cruise and drive down the 
highway in a car capable of what I believe 
will be 11-sec. runs.  The performance 
gained was amazing and I can't wait to get 
to the racetrack and find out if it meets my 
expectations.  I will keep you updated as 
to the progress of the SC and just how 
quick it goes! 
 
I would like to thank my wife, Vicki, and 
my sons, Bradley and Alex, for supporting 
me on this project as it would not have 
been possible without them! 
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One Lap of America SC 
By Ted Lyons 

 
You may find this difficult to believe now, 
but one of the things I was drawn to about 
the SC was the lack of aftermarket parts 
available.  I thought that I had found a 
fairly quick, stylish sporty car that I couldn’t 
tinker with.  That didn’t last long!  I 
purchased my 1989 SC in December 1996, 
and by spring I ran across the SCCoA web 
site and my checkbook hasn’t been the 
same since.  Of course like every junky, I 
started out small, tires & rims, but of course 
the 17’s look much better on a lowered car 
so I moved onto the Eibach springs and 
Tokico shocks soon after. 
 
As all of my fellow car junkies out there 
know, we can stop anytime we 
want…Right?  But the new super charger 
was calling my name.  After discussing 
with my friend, Mike Hurst, at Tune Tech 
Motorsports about my latest speed fix, he 
suggested, why not just start with a small 
block?  Not realizing he was just kidding at 
the time, I showed up a few days later 
with engine & wiring harness from an ’89 
Mustang.  Judging from the look on Mike’s 

face I decided it best to wait a few days 
before letting him know about the trick 
flow heads, Cobra Intake, Cam & Vortech 
Supercharger that I had ordered that 
morning. 
 
The first of many hurdles we ran into along 
the way was the height of the intake.  
Eighteen months & $1200.00 later we had 
a head that would fit.  Now it was street 
ready.  Of course the first thing we wanted 
to do was see what it would do in the ¼.  
The first trip to IRP sent us back to the 
shop within half an hour.  A few Ford guys 
told me how to control the 2 3 shift with 
the AOD.  Shift from first to drive then 
back to first.  This will lock it into 2nd.  
Then shift back into drive to go to 3rd.  
What they didn’t tell me was this will only 
work once then you may or may not have 
third gear still functioning.  Needless to 
say, I don’t recommend this shifting idea if 
you have more torque than a Lawn Boy or 
BOOOOM!  At the end of the 1/8 mile the 
mph was 81.7.   At the ¼ it was 15.4 @ 
78.4 mph on the rev limiter in 2nd.  This 
excursion prompted me to hunt down a 
five speed.  After this swap it was back to 
the track. 
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This time with 14 PSI of boost instead of 8, 
and after a rather large pop off the starting 
line, I knew this was going to be an 
adventure.  Hissing & sputtering the entire 
¼ mile while blowing an ugly mixture of 
blue and white smoke, spectators were 
betting on what blew up this time.  As it 
turned out, the head gaskets were 
vaporized, the pistons were wasted, and 
the rings were scrap metal at best.  We 
also discovered that the torque flex on the 
crank was wearing the main bearings to 
the copper in a very unusual pattern.  The 
results, ¼ mile 13.2 107. 

After talking to several Mustang shops, we 
found that the stock 302 block was actually 
flexing even with the main stud girdle, to 
the point that the crank bearings were 
being worn.  An article in MM & FF 
described this as well, with a broken block 
being the eventual result.  Our next stop 
was of course the short block.  Scrapping 
the stock one for the Trans Am series A4 
Ford race block, Crower rods, forged 
stoker crank, Velonie blower, pistons, ect. 
 
The next challenge was yet again started 
as a take from Mike.  Why don’t you race 
this thing in the One Lap Of America?  I 
had never heard of it.   After looking up a 
few Car & Driver magazines & the OLOA 
web site I was hooked! It is the ultimate 

test for street driven cars.  Everything from 
Vipers & Cobra Kits to SUV’s with 
everything in between.  You need 
everything for this event, power, brakes, 
handling and dependability.  The power 
wasn’t the problem.  The Cobra brakes 
with Hawk blue pads supplied the brakes.  
Coil over front Bilstien shocks with 800 
pound springs combined with Addco rear 
sway bar & stock car rear shocks supplied 
the handling.  Now for the dependability, 
Patterson driveshaft made a Winston Cup 
style driveshaft for us.  Raxles Axles cured 
worries there. So we were ready to go.  
Mike & I took the Bird, now dubbed the 
Cobra SC, to Michigan International 
Speedway the week prior to One Lap of 
America. 
 
The car started developing a blow-by 
problem.  We revented the breather and 
went back out.  It was clocked @ 173 mph 
down the backstretch while popping the 
screws out of the rear bumper cover.  Now 
with 1 week to go and what we thought 
would be a few minor adjustments, we 
were ready. 

  This SC is definitely “Ready To Rumble”! 
 
The first day of One Lap 2001 was at 
Watkins Glen.  During the time trials we 
discovered the blow-by problems were 
much  more serious than we previously  
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thought.  We weren’t sure if the rings had 
been detonated into Swiss cheese or if a 
piston had a hole or God only knows what 
else.  One thing we did know was that if it 
was blown, there wasn’t a thing we could 
do about it there.  Assuming the worst, we 
swapped the SC Pulleys back to the 8 
pound pulley.  We knew this would knock 
off 90 HP but if there was any way to 
make the motor live through the event we 
had to try.  Even with the large pulley, we 
had to use race fuel to avoid detonation 
due to the oil mixing in the top of the 
motor.  
 
We almost gave it up at Watkins Glen.  
After discussing our options, we decided to 
try to make it to Michigan Speedway.  
Assuming it would pop on the speedway, 
we knew we had friends in Northern 
Indiana who could tow us back to Indy in a 
worse case scenario, so onward we went. 
 

Adding 2 quarts of oil at every gas stop, 
we were convinced that we were done for.  
After the Michigan events we decided it 
wasn’t getting worse so let’s see how far it 
will limp before it dies.  As it turned out we 
made the entire 3933 miles between 8 
race track events. Even with our problems 
we finished with a very respectable 2nd in 
class, 15th overall and highest overall finish 
in our class. 
 
We later discovered the valve guides were 
basically non-existent.  This resulted in 
(Believe it or not) 50 quarts of oil burned 
in one week.  We also used 5 sets of plugs, 
2 sets of brake pads, & 2 sets of rotors.  
We know our team and the car can do 
much better.  Mike, aside from being the 
owner of Tune Tech Motorsports. that built 
the car, is also a Pro Rally driver with 20 
years experience.  Most recently, Mike won 
the Club Rally Championship on February 
23, 2002, in his 1988 Mustang.  I basically 
blew the drag events.  Nerves and a lack 
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of sleep combined with a car that has less 
than no traction resulted in a 14.01 at 
114.43 vs the Viper that I was running 
against that ran 12.84 at 100.58.  I was 14 
mph faster but over a second slower, 
minor traction problem? 

 
So what is next?  Mike and I are once 
again entered in this years One Lap of 
America.  I still have a need to know what 
the car can do when running full boost and 
not burning oil.  This year will be an 
adventure.  Our first stop will be 
Indianapolis Raceway Park for 2 drag 
events and 2 road course events.  From 
there we will ziz zag the U.S and end up 
back in Rochester, NY.  Most of the events 
are open to spectators.  If anyone is 
interested it would be nice to see some SC 

and all MN12 support along the way.  If 
you can’t make it to the events, the One 
Lap of America web site updates the 
results daily during the events and at a 
future date Speed Vision is going to have a 
special on the event. 
 
Modifications 

 
Body 
Custom Strut Tower Brace 
Zenon Air Dam 
Custom Hood 
96 Door Handles 
Wing 
Modified Rear Bumper Cover 
New Head lights & turn signals 
Viper Alarm System 
New paint 
Cobra Emblems 
 
Drivetrain 
MSR2 with B&M Ripper Shifter 
Mcleod Dual Disc clutch with aluminum 
flywheel 
Raxles Axles  
Patterson Driveshaft 
3:73:1 Ring and Pinion 
17 x 9 Cobra Style Rims 
 
Brakes 
Front: 13 in Cobra with Hawk Blue pads & 
cooling fans 
Rear:  Stock with KVR pads 
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Suspension 
Front 
Custom coil over mounts 
Bilstien shocks 
800 lb front springs 
Polyurethane bushings 
Rear 
Addco 1 1/8 rear sway bar 
Eibach springs 
Air Bags 
Polyurethane bushings 
Custom traction links 

Notice the custom center caps 
 
Engine 
A-4 race block 
Forged stroker crank 

Stage 2 Trick Flow heads 
Stage 2 Cobra Intake 
42 lb injectors 
MSD with boost retard 
Vortech S-Model SC  
255 LPH Pump 
T- Rex in line pump 
JBA headers ( modified ) 
Ultradyne Cam 
Blown Pistons 
-6 Braided fuel line 
65 MM Throttle Body 
Shift light (mounted under cowl hood) 
PMS Computer System 
 
Interior 
Roll Cage 
Re upholstered leather seats 
Custom Embroidered Head Rest 
New Carpet 
Custom Floor Mats 
White Face Gauges 
145 Speedometer 
Rich/Lean Gauge 
RJS 5 Point Harnesses 

 
Future Modifications 
Whatever my Visa card will allow 
 
See more of Ted’s SC at www.cobrasc.com 
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Ted Lyon’s recent rear wheel dyno data after the engine rebuild.  How does 460 

HP and 454 Torque sound?  That is approx. 575 HP at the engine!! 
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Super Coupe Performance 
Tel. 513-697-6501, Fax 513-697-0580 

 

http:/ / www .supercoupeperformance.com
 

 

GAMES FOR WHEN WE ARE OLDER 
1. Sag, You're it.                                                            6. Doc Goose. 
2. Pin the Toupee on the bald guy.                                  7. Simon says something incoherent. 
3. 20 questions shouted into your good ear.                     8. Hide and go pee. 
4. Kick the bucket.                                                         9. Spin the Bottle of Mylanta. 
5. Red Rover, Red Rover, the nurse says Bend Over.       10. Musical recliners.  



Super Coupe Club of America                                                                                                             Page 26 

A Younger Perspective 
on Super Coupes 

By Tom Loreto 
 
Ever since I could remember, I always had 
a fascination with cars.  I spent my free 
time looking at car magazines or talking to 
my dad about them.  I always wanted to 
find out more about them until one day, 
when I was six, my dad took my mother 
and me to Bill Kolb Jr. Ford.  They both 
pointed to a shiny, sleek, black and silver 
car in the distance.  I couldn’t tell what it 
was, since I never saw one before, and still 
didn’t know too many cars and their names 
yet.  They asked me if I liked it.  I said, 
“Yes”, even though I didn’t really know 
that much about it.  They said that they 
were considering getting it. 

 
At first my dad was looking at Lincoln Mark 
VIIs, with the LSC package and Ford’s hot 
5.0-liter power plant.  It seemed to be all 
that he wanted in a car.  It had good 
styling, power, ample handling for its size 
and room for his wife and two growing 

sons.  Then a friend at work told him 
about the new Super Coupe and how much 
better it was than the Mark VII for the 
same price.  The greatest part was that the 
new Thunderbird resembled the BMW 6-
series that he had always wanted to buy, 
but never did. 
 
Then around Christmas time of 1990, it 
finally came.  After waiting a whole day at 
the dealership for the alarm to be put in, 
my dad pulled up in the Super Coupe at 
home.  It was the special new, fancy, and 
fast car that my dad had bought for my 
mom.  I couldn’t wait to see it after 
hearing so much about it.  I can still 
remember running outside my house when 
it first came home after waiting all 
afternoon!  It had a leather/suede interior 
and a moon roof, too.  And to top it all, it 

became our only source to hear CD’s.  
That was pretty nice for 1990.  For the 
next few years it was our cherished 
passion that every one in the family 
enjoyed.  Taking a ride in that car made us 
all seem so special.  It was really neat 
when my dad would bring it over to a 
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family member’s house and he would spin 
the tires to show off.  Gradually the 
novelty of our SC started to wear off.  
Mom began to use it as daily driver and 
would never drive like my dad did.  
 
As my car interest developed, I started to 
get into the muscle cars of the 60’s.  Then 
I became more of a Chevy guy, or better 
yet a GM guy.  I thought that Ford guys 
were real losers since they only had the 
Mustang, and even at that, it could never 
keep up with the early Chevelles, Cutlass 
442s or any other GM muscle car.  
Chryslers were just foreign to me since no 
one in the family ever had them.  Besides, 
their styling was kind of dorky back then. 
 
Surely, but steadily, I had thoughts of 
driving a 1970 Cutlass for my first car.  
Yes, I could envision all the tire smoke and 
V-8 rumble through a pair of Flowmasters.  
But whenever I would tell my dad he 
would say, “Your mom has a new car and 
you could always buy the 35th.”  I replied, “ 
Well, it is nice but I don’t like the silver 
paint and the black rims are kind of dull, it 
really doesn’t seem that sporty.”  After 
much discussion about this topic, Dad 
finally said to stop looking up BMWs (my 
new interest).  Why don’t you look up 
Super Coupes and prove how “un-sporty 
they are.”  The Internet came to my 
rescue.  Seconds after typing in 
“Thunderbird Super Coupe” I was directed 

to the SCCoA web site.  Wow!  What a 
bundle of info and enthusiasm it was.  The 
same sort of feeling and excitement I had 
when I was younger came back to me.  I 
was really happy.  I never saw too many 
Super Coupes on the road and could never 
talk about it with my friends, since they 
either weren’t into cars or thought that 
American cars were garbage. 
 

By this time I was focused on learning to 
drive. I started to consider buying the 
Super Coupe from my parents.  I gave into 
the fact that buying a Cutlass or a M6, like 
the one my dad finally bought wouldn’t 
happen.  The T-bird was a nicer alternative 
to my grandmother’s ’89 Taurus GL, too.  
Finally the day came when I got my 
license, and I knew the only thing left 
between me and the SC was learning to 
drive a stick.  Sadly, or fortunately, I 
learned to drive a 5 speed the hard way on 
a Super Coupe, with its good old notchy 
Mazda gearbox and heavy clutch.  That 
was an experience. 
 
After finally learning how to drive the car 
and experiencing it for myself, I was 
hooked.  Super Coupe fever had bitten me, 
and all I wanted to do was to be around 
my car.  Then came all of the obsessive 
waxing, cleaning and detailing of sorts.  I 
was proud to have my car and be able to 
drive it to school.  Luckily my dad had kept 
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it in such pristine condition.  I always 
received comments about its age.  Kids in 
school would always ask, “How old is it?”  
They got blown away when I said that it is 
a 1990.  They thought it was a lot newer.  

When I told them the shear torque of the 
car they got even more taken aback.  It 
makes me realize how awesome it is to 
own a Super Coupe. 
 
But then I started to have doubts about 
owning the car.  For instance, that thought 
reoccurred during my first car-show.  It 
was in near-by Mamaroneck, NY.  It was 
the Kiwanis Club annual car show and 
swap meet.  It wasn’t quite Carlisle or the 
MN12 Nationals, but, hey, spending time 
around car guys was certainly fun, 
especially when I could put my car in the 
show.  I washed and completely detailed 
the whole car the day before.  In fact, I 
skipped out of a family event that was 
going on that day just to clean the car.  
Then the morning came and I was frantic.  
Dust had just settled on the car and of 
course, black is best at showing it.  Plus, I 
couldn’t clean it just then because I slept 
late and I had to pick up my friend.  Oh 
well, I thought, I’ll just go with a dusty car.  
When I got there I was really excited. 
There was everything from Sting Ray 

Corvettes to early Thunderbirds and Model 
T’s.  Then I thought, “Gee, I only have a 
late model Thunderbird that looks pretty 
ordinary.” 
 
Later I realized that it does fit.  It was 
probably the most unique streetcar there.  
In fact, when I saw it next to all the other 
late model cars, it fit in pretty well.  Not 
too many other people had super chargers 
and no one had it standard from the 
factory.  The greatest part came when I 
had people come up to me and ask me 
about my car.  One guy just sold his Super 
Coupe, and told me about what parts I 
should replace, or what would go bad next.  
The next person that I met had just 
bought a Mark VIII and loved the 
Anniversary model.  He couldn’t stop 
talking about how awesome the paint 
scheme was and how it matched the trim.  
I was so proud after that day.  I had found 
the right car and it really was cool after all. 

In the end, my car isn’t thirty years old, 
doesn’t have a V-8, doesn’t have a four 
barrel carburetor, a four speed, a true dual 
exhaust, a fancy image or imported parts, 
but that doesn’t bother me.  I now realize 
what an awesome understated car I drive.
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How To Replace 
Your Door Hinges 

By Tony Serno 
 
I recently picked up a wrecked Pearl white 
‘95 5-speed SC and have begun to rebuild 
it.  One of the first things I addressed 
before I sent it off to have the quarter 
panel replaced was to replace the driver’s 
side door and also replace the door hinges 
on both sides. 
 
I had thought about just replacing the 
hinge pins but wanted to do this car as 
right as possible but the bushing holes in 
the original hinges were in bad shape so 
new hinges it was.  If you are not 
repainting the car the hinges come 
unpainted so you will need to prime and 

paint them before installing to prevent rust 
and maintain the factory look. 
 
The procedures I’ll be discussing are for a 
‘94/95-style dashboard.  I have heard that 
on the earlier style dashboards the top nut 
on the drivers side hinge can be accessed 
by removing the head light switch and 
reaching through that hole. 
 
First mark the door and body with the 
hinge position so that you can get the door 
lined up again once the hinge is replaced.  
You will need to tackle the 4 inside nuts 
next, as these are very difficult to access.  
In order to reach them you have to 
remove the kick panels and insulation 
behind them. The lower nut on both sides 
can be removed by reaching in with an 
extension and 13mm socket. 

 
The leaders coming off the white text box shows the approximate location of the inner 
hinge nuts. 
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The leader lines show the location of the bolts for the dead pedal 

 
Be careful not to drop the nut or socket 
into the cavity, as it will be quite a chore to 
get it back out.  How do I know?  Well, 
ironically it took a $20 flexible magnet tool 
to retrieve my $6 socket out of the rocker 
panel. 
 
In order to get at the top nut on the 
drivers side you will need to remove the 
dead pedal.  It is held in place by 1 nut 
and 2 bolts.  Take your time, as the bolt all 
the way back towards the firewall is a pain 
to reach.  Once the pedal is out you can 
remove the plastic insulating panel behind 
it and reach up under the dash and access 
the nut for removal.  The top hinge nut on 
the passenger side necessitated removing 
the EEC computer and then reaching in 
through the glove box after levering it 
down. 
 
Next you will need to put a padded jack 
under the door to support it while you 
unbolt the hinges.  A helper is also good at 

this point as they can hold the door upright 
while you replace the hinges.  It is then as 
simple as removing the 2 13mm bolts in 
the door jam and the 2 in the door and 
swapping the hinge.  Make sure you line 
up the new hinge with the marks from the 
previous hinge.  Carefully close the door 
making sure you have proper clearance 
between the fender and door.  Then you 
can go and replace all 4 inside nuts as well 
as all the other items that were removed.   
 
Lubricate the hinges with some white 
lithium grease to keep them working 
smoothly and prevent future wear.  This 
would also be a good time to replace the 
door striker bolts on the opposite side.  
These can be had from the HELP product 
sections at most auto parts stores for 
about $8.00 each.  Over time the plastic 
bushing wears out and lets the door sag in 
the rear.  New hinges will keep your doors 
closing securely and tightly for many more 
years. 
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Anyone not already preregistered for the Carlisle show should copy the form above and mail it to 
Carlisle Productions before May 10th.  Doing so will save you $10 and guarantee you a space on 
the show field. 
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